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perfection as in Paris. No inmate of a maison de
tolerance is allowed to go out of it, but one pathetic
exception is made. All who wish to do so are allowed
to visit their relatives* graves on the days of All Saints
and All Souls.

All that I have written applies to what I saw many
long years ago. Much may be changed since then.

I do not know what law obtains in Germany at the
present time, but I can well conceive that to the orderly
and disciplined character of the Germans such a system
might appeal. To the Latin races it certainly does.
They look to the "Government to protect them from most
things, and I do not think that State regulation of vice
in the least degree shocks their moral sense.

To the English the State recognition of vice is un-
doubtedly abhorrent, and I do not regret it. Any
attempt to introduce it would fail; there can be no two
opinions on that point. But if the State recognition of
vice is unacceptable there is no reason why the State
recognition of disease should be, and that is all some of
us ask for.

It is rather to point a moral than to adorn a tale that
I have rendered an account of the appalling result of a
combination of the action of fanatics, the inaction of a
Government and the deadweight of public indifference.
In the hope that it may tend to awaken where It has
hitherto slumbered an interest in this question, of vital
importance to our people, I have presumed to dwell on
a subject unsavoury and repellent, I admit, but one
which no right-minded man or woman is justified in
ignoring